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And the news got worse. Here we are

in this body where all of our pay is
being taken care of, where we have just
voted a recess until January 3, and the
next bit of news made me feel terrible,
because to deal with this awful crash
they called on Americans, Americans
representing this great flag of ours in
Colombia who had been furloughed,
who had been furloughed in our Em-
bassy during the shutdown. They called
them out of being furloughed to send
them to the crash scene, which is in an
area that is not secure, there are all
sorts of guerrillas around there. They
risked their lives, even though they are
furloughed, coming back on, to go
search for these crash victims, hoping
to find someone alive, and to start
doing all of the grisly work that we
just shudder as we even imagine it.
Then, of course, when they are done,
because of the inaction of this body,
they can go back to being furloughed.

Now, is that the vision this Congress
has for how we treat people who deal
with taxpayers and our problems all
over this world? Do we just call them
when we need them and then furlough
them all of the rest of the time? I do
not think so.

I must say, I am terribly saddened to
see us in this mode right now where we
are going to go have Christmas and we
are going to get our pay. We now hear
that Medicaid checks probably are not
going to go out to most states to peo-
ple who really need them for their chil-
dren; that Aid to Families With De-
pendent Children is not going to get
out in time, because that has all been
shut down, and we can go on and on
and on. I have students calling from
Colorado saying that they are trying to
make plans for their next term in col-
lege, but they cannot get in to get
their loans. Small businesses needing
money to get through the season, they
cannot get in. I mean we could go on
and on.

How can we take off and leave this
Government shut down? It has never
been shut down for more than 48 hours
before. How can anybody think this is
a great idea? Only Scrooge could go
along with this. This is Scrooge. Yes,
let Tiny Tim suffer. Who cares if he
does not get his medical checks? Let
people go without food. Let Federal
employees who have given their life,
who are always willing to come out,
whether it is in the Colombian moun-
tains or whatever, too bad.

Mr. Speaker, I think this is a horren-
dous way to treat people, and I am
ashamed. If there was ever a week
where I must say I felt good about my
retirement, this has been one. It is like
I do not want to be a part of this body.

But then I got to thinking, how did
we get here? First we have had this
hassle that the gentlewoman from Con-
necticut was talking about, that we
might not even bring the Committee
on Standards of Official Conduct thing.
Hopefully we are going to do that to-
morrow. It is on the schedule now; I
hope we see it. Because I think the

taint in this place about people selling
their offices and all of that is really
awful. So hopefully we get that behind
us before we go home.

Then I came across a profile in the
New Yorker of the Speaker in which I
suddenly began to understand what has
happened in this body to split us apart
like this. In this profile of the Speaker,
they are talking about how GOPAC,
the Speaker’s PAC, sent all of this in-
formation to Republican candidates,
many of whom are now Members of
this body, and here are some of the
things that they said you should do if
you wanted to speak like NEWT. That is
the quote: ‘‘So if you want to speak
like NEWT about Democrats, you are to
call Democrats sick, traders, corrupt,
bizarre, cheaters, stealers; that they
are devouring the taxpayers; that they
are self-serving; that they are crimi-
nal.’’

Well, no wonder we have some ex-
tremists here. No wonder. I mean, how
could you call people those names and
then sit down and deal with them de-
cently?

Now, I must say, until I read this ar-
ticle I had no ideal this went on.
GOPAC did not send me any tapes. But
if that is how the Speaker is speaking
about us as Democrats, what a great
tragedy this is, and it certainly is not
in the Christmas or the holiday or the
human spirit or the great spirit of this
country.
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida [Mr. GOSS] is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. GOSS addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.]
f

CONGRESS GOES HOME WHILE
FEDERAL WORKERS SUFFER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey [Mr. PALLONE]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I never
cease to be amazed at what the Repub-
lican majority does, and what they
have been doing, in the last few days
with regard to the Government shut-
down and not moving forward in a posi-
tive way on the budget.

This I guess is the sixth day now for
the second shutdown that we have had
of the Government, and amazingly,
rather than coming forward with a con-
tinuing resolution today in some form
that would allow the Government to
continue to operate, but what we re-
ceived instead was a motion or a reso-
lution that was recently voted on,
which I voted against, and which most
Democrats voted against, that would
allow the Speaker to recess the House
of Representatives throughout all of
next week.

Let us not kid ourselves. Regardless
of what rhetoric was on the floor before
by the Republican leadership, the au-

thority has been given now to the
Speaker, to Speaker GINGRICH, to basi-
cally go into recess, beginning tomor-
row, into January 3.

If that happens, and I fully expect it
to happen, we will not only to through
the sixth day, today, of the Govern-
ment shutdown and the seventh day to-
morrow, but by my calculations prob-
ably another dozen days with the Gov-
ernment being shut down.

Basically, we, the Congress, goes
home for Christmas and the Federal
employees who do not know whether or
not they are going to get a check; al-
though they have been promised it,
how can they presume that there is any
guarantee of that, and they have to
worry over the Christmas holiday
about whether or not they are going to
be able to make ends meet, whether
their children are going to be provided
for while we in Congress go home.

b 1830
I find it totally objectionable. I was

particularly amazed today with the
continued onslaught, if you will,
against children that is taking place in
this Congress by the Republican major-
ity.

There was a brief dialog with the Re-
publican leadership an hour ago about
whether or not AFDC payments or SSI
payments or Medicaid payments, much
of which goes to children, were going
to be made within the next couple of
weeks without a continuing resolution.
I do not know if the Republican leader-
ship is even aware of it.

The suggestion was, ‘‘Well, maybe to-
morrow we’ll take up AFDC. We don’t
know if we’ll take up Medicaid, we
don’t know if we’ll take up SSI’’ or
some of these other things. They do
not even seem to know whether or not
with the Government shut down these
benefits are going to be paid. And if we
do shut down and then we find out next
week that some of these benefits are
not going to be paid to children or to
other people who are disadvantaged in
some way, how are we going to be in a
position to make those benefits pay-
able? What are we going to do when we
are not even here?

Additionally, today a welfare reform
bill came up and amazingly, even
though the House of Representatives
and the Senate a few weeks ago voted
for welfare reform that still guaranteed
Medicaid or health care coverage for
all children who are now receiving
Medicaid payments, all of a sudden the
conference report comes back and
eliminates that guarantee.

So when we talk about the Nation’s
children at Christmastime, whether it
is the Government employees, whether
it is the unfortunate children who may
not receive cash benefits during the
holiday season, or whether it is the on-
going concern over whether or not chil-
dren in this country will receive health
care, I do not see any real concern on
the part of the Republican leadership
or the Republican Representatives that
make up this majority. They just do
not seem to care.


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-30T16:55:50-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




